rie “af. has 


_ For purposes of record, we print the official 
statement on the coming National Day of 
Prayer, which appeared too late for our last 
_ week’s issue. 

In accordance with the desire of the King 
at September 3rd, being the anniversary of 
e outbreak of war, shall again this year be 
observed as a National Day of Prayer and 
_ Dedication, arrangements are being made to 
lable the national response to be as wide- 
spread as possible. | 

The leaders of the Churches have in con- 


ial services in Churches of all denomina- 
ms throughout the country. 
_ Arrangements have also been made to 
-oadcast a religious service from 11 to 11.15 
. In order that an opportunity of partici- 
ating in this short service may be given to 
$s many persons as possible, it is the desire 
of the Government that work should cease as 
as practicable during this quarter of an 
r, and employers are asked to allow work- 
's, So far as may be practicable, opportunities 
of listening when loudspeakers exist at their 
place of employment. It is not desired, how- 
er, that this should interfere with partici- 
tion in any special works service which 
be locally arranged at that or other pe- 
es the day to suit the convenience of 
ry. 
2 Service Departments will endeavour 
) secure, having regard to the exigencies of 
e, that members of the Forces are en- 
to listen to the broadcast at 11 a.m., or 
end any service that may be arranged 
e chaplains. x 


ltation made plans for the holding of spe- © 
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THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 


mit a similar opportunity to hear the broad- 
cast may be given to school children by the 
school authorities. 

A Roman Catholic service with an Address 
will be broadcast from 3.30 p.m. to 3.50 p.m. 
In the evening, from 7.30 p.m. to 8.15 p.m., 
there will be a broadcast service jointly con- 


ducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 


Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, and the Moderator of 
the Free Church Federal Council. 


On some future occasion other than the 
anniversary of the outbreak of war it may be 
that His Majesty will wish to call the nation 
to prayer, and for this a Sunday may be 
chosen. The notice for this might have to be 
short, and it is therefore hoped that all those 
who have the responsibility of leading the 
worship of the people will prepare them- 
selves in advance and make such plans as 
may be practicable and desirable in their own 
areas for a Sunday so appointed. 

Supporting statements have appeared from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland, and the Moderator 
of the Free Church Federal Council. 


The Archbishop writes, in the course of his 
statement, “The King once more calls us to 
prayer on the anniversary of the outbreak of 
war. All who believe in God will respond 
to that call. We should enter the fifth year 
of war with undiminished constancy of pur- 
pose, with deepened reliance upon God, and 
with firmer resolution to serve His Kingdom. 
As we pray, we shall give thanks for the 
success already granted to our cause, and for 
the nearer hopes of victory and of the peace 
to which victory is the prelude; and we shall 
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~ of the responsibilities which he will bring 
The Archbishop states that a form of service 


has been prepared, and that this is published — 


jointly by the Cambridge University Press, — 


200, Euston Rd.; Eyre & Spottiswoode (His — 


Majesty’s printers), Bedford St., Strand; 
Oxford University Press, Press Rd., Neasden, 
N.W.10; and by~S.P.C.K., Northumberland 
Avenue, W.C.2. He suggests that collections 
may be given to the Churches’ Committees 
' for work among men and women in the 
Forces, and sent to the Treasurer at Town- 
send House, Greycoat Place, S.W.1. 

. The Moderator of the Church of Scotland 
(the Rt. Rev. John Baillie, D.D.), in the 
course of his statement, writes :— 


“<“Prayer,’ says the Shorter Catechism, ‘is 
an offering up of our desires unto God, for 
things agreeable to His will, in the name of 
Christ, with confession of our sins, and 
thankful acknowledgment of His mercies.’ 
Let us keep in mind every part of this fine 
definition. In offering up our national de- 
sires unto God, let us remain willing to 
bow before His wiser will, let us be humbly 
penitent in respect of all our national sins, 
and deeply thankful to Him for having pre- 
served our beloved land in its time of sorest 
distress and for having already granted so 
large a measure of success to our arms. And 
above all let us be on our guard against 
debasing our worship by regarding it as a 
mere means for the preservation of our 
national unity and morale. A religion so de- 
based cannot be effective for this limited 
purpose. The secret of God is with those who 
seek and love Him for His own sake alone; 
and to such His strength is given.” 

The Rey. R. D. Whitehorn, Moderator of 
the Free Church Federal Council, writes: 
“Righteousness and mercy, faith and truth, 
between nations as between classes and indi- 
viduals, are our principles in this struggle. 
Christian moral values, whether consciously 
accepted or not, still underlie our national 
life. It is the business of the Churches to 
use a National Day of Prayer as a recall to 
their observance. It becomes increasingly 
important that, both in maintaining our 
effort till victory is won and in preparing for 
and embarking upon the tasks of peace, it 
should be continually insisted that the prob- 
lems of the present and the future will not 
be solved without informed, intelligent, and 
determined co-operation among all men and 
women of good will. It is the special task 
of the Christian Churches to bring to that 
co-operation the spiritual. power which 
makes for moral health and social progress.” 


2 


( g Ths 
the British Army known as “ The rpadie Se 
- Hour.” In brief, this means an opportunity 

given to the Padre to meet groups of men on 
weekdays in an informal way for the purpose 
--of religious discussion and instruction. 
-“The Churches’ Committee for Supple- 
menting Religious Education Among Men in 
H.M. Forces” has now produced two -inter- 
esting pamphlets, in which the experience of 
chaplains is brought together and useful 
hints and comments made about how to 
make the best use of such opportunities. One 
of them, The Padre’s Hour, is written by 
Professor Jessop, of the University College 
of Hull (Churches’ Committee, Townsend 
House, Greycoat Place, S.W.1, price 6d.). 
The Padre’s Hour, shows the difference 
between the two methods of approach de- — 
scribed respectively as ‘“‘sermonic” and 
“ educational.” It shows that while the “ ser- 
\monic ” often assumes the acceptance of cer- 
tain fundamental religious truths, the “ edu- 
cational’ method approaches all questions © 
as open questions and endeavours to provoke 
thought and honest discussion rather than 
to challenge an immediate decision. Pro- 
fessor Jessop analyses the nature of the 
problem which confronts chaplains, whose. 
men often approach life without any of the 
religious pre-suppositions of the chaplain. 
He shows how recent subjects for discussion 
often reveal a latent or patent interest in re- 
ligion, and concludes with a section on the 
equipment needed by the Padre if he is to 
avail himself of this opportunity. We quote 
the concluding paragraph on the nature of 
the opportunity before the modern Padre. 


“ Whatever is required to spread in the 
Forces an interest in, and knowledge of, the 
Faith that has done so much for this country 
in the past, and is/still the main source of its 
fundamental soundness, should be supplied 
with all the zeal and brains we can muster. — 
The garnering of millions of Britain’s | 
healthiest men and women into the Services, | 
where they are perforce brought under the 
ministry of chaplains, is an exceptional op- _ 
portunity and an exciting responsibility. All | 
Service men have to be fitted to do their 
present duty, some of them to die in doing it, 
and the rest to return to make the future 
sweeter, happier, stronger and more fruitful 
of values-than the recent past has been. 
Every encouragement from above, and all 
help from below, will be a contribution to the 


ntains a valuable selection of practical ex- 
periments tried out by chaplains in the three 
Services. It covers efforts of varied kinds. 
Valuable book suggestions, lists of films, and 
even model answers to questions are in- 
: > cluded. - 


_ An interesting point mentioned is the fact 

7 _ that the War Office arranges Correspondence 
Courses for officers and other ranks of the 
_ three Services and that these Correspondence 
- Courses now cover religious subjects. Among 

i those included are Old Testament, New 
Testament, New Testament Greek, Christian 
Faith and Life, Church History, Worship and 
_ Prayer, Comparative Study of Religions. 


a Tutors for Anglican and Free Church stu- 
_ dents have been appointed. 


Information concerning work among 
women in the Forces is included in the 
second pamphlet. The Churches’ Committee 
for Work Among Women in the Forces is 
housed at the same address as that for sup- 
plementing religious education among men. 

- Both pamphlets reveal that extremely 
important experiments are being conducted 
both among men oes women in His Majesty’s 


AN SS. EXAMINATION 


An examination which has to be passed 
by leaders in the German 8.8. has recently 

come into our hands. The anti-Christian 
ture of the extreme Nazi attitude comes 
t very clearly even in this short catechism, 
mm which we print a number of the most 
ortant points. 


Question—How many points are there in 
e Party programme? Answer.—Twenty- 


.—What are the main points? A.—The 
nmunity before the individual; deliver- 
ice from slavery; co-operation of all Ger- 


2.—What is point 24? A=—The freedom 

eligious Confession so long as it does not 
ose the State or the general feeling and 
(look of the people. Party and State will 
er bind themselves to a Religious Con- 


Q When can alterations in the pro- 
ame be entertained? A.—The pro- 
is unalterable. 


ns, is more rs in oe but 


OG re ns How and when can it be fulfilled? 
ia A.—By the education of the German people 


in National Socialist ways and through Na- 


- tional Socialist laws. 


Q.—What is the fundamental point of our 
world-outlook? A.—The fundamental point 


-is blood and soil. 


a“ 


Q.—What other points of view are there 
in our day? A.—Liberal, Marxist, Christian, 
etc. 


Q.—Is Catholic or Evangelical teaching 


tolerable for National Socialists? A.—Both 
are irreconcilable with National Socialism, 


- and therefore are not tolerable. 


~ 


Q.—What do we understand by political 
Catholicism? A.—The political and economic 
claim-to-power of the Catholic Church in the 
guise of Christian teaching. 

Q.—The Church claims that it first 
brought culture to the Germans. What do 
we say to this? A.—Our forefathers had a 
high peasant culture for thousands of years 
before the arrival of Christianity. 


DUTCH NAZIS AND CHRISTIANITY 
At a meeting of Nazis held at The Hague, 


Mussert, the Dutch Nazi leader, dealt with — 


religious questions. 
speech he said :— 
“In the new Netherlands there will be the 
same liberty of religion and conscience as 
has always existed so long as religion con- 
cerns itself truly with Christian questions.” 


He protested against an appeal made to 


In the course of his 


Christian people under the heading, “Who | 


Will Save Us?” He did not consider this 
appeal a real invitation to gatherings for 
prayer, but in the nature of a political provo- 
cation. He said that such things would be 
impossible when the Nazi Party ruled in 
Holland. 


The Catholic Church, he said, has always 
opposed itself to National Socialism. Mussert 
said he was obliged to defend the liberty of 
conscience for all those Catholic men and 
women who want to remain faithful to the 


Fiihrer and to the Party in spite of the ~ 


measures taken against them which included 
the refusal-of the sacraments. 


“Tet us remain faithful to the Fuhrer,” — 


Mussert concluded, “to the man who carries 
on his shoulders the major burden for the 
maintenance of peace in Europe. Have you 
ever asked yourself what it means to be re- 


sponsible before God and before man for the 


future of a part of the world?” (The appeal, 
“Who Will Save Us?” was issued by the 


Syes 


& 


_ honour of the fire.” 


Protestant Churches apparently in connec- _ 


tion with the Religious Week mention in 
our last Bulletin.) 


The Dutch Nazis observed the Summer . 


Solstice on June 21st with ceremonies remi- 
niscent of pagan times. We summarise a 
typical account of such ceremonies from the 
Nazi paper Het Nationale Dagblad (June 
23rd). The paper describes the Summer 
Solstice festival at an agricultural college, 
where they had gathered past and present 
students of both sexes for the occasion. 
Nazi authorities were represented. 


In a speech one of the leaders advised 
youth to seek contact with the life of the 
Germanic peoples, to unite themselves to 
their ancestors by the intimate bonds of 
blood and life-principles. It was the special 
duty of peasant youth to reconstruct Ger- 
manic society on its ancient foundations. For 
this reason courses were given to youth in 
culture, biology, sociology, folk lore, racial 
hygiene, heredity. Young girls were taught 
to spin. 

“In accordance with Germanic traditions,” 
the paper concludes, “the festival was ter- 
minated by the making of a great fire. This 
climax was extremely imposing because the 
elements of nature were showing their ma- 
jestic powers at the very moment when the 
young people were singing their songs in 
(Similar accounts ap- 
peared in many papers.) 


BIG BEN SILENT MINUTE 


From time to time we have given informa- 
tion concerning the Movement for the ob- 
servance of the Big Ben minute at 9 p.m. 
The history of the Movement, the way in 
which it has grown, and a number of inter- 
esting tributes to its meaning have been 
brought together in a booklet by Andrew 
Dakers, published by Andrew Dakers, Lim- 
ited, 2s. 6d. 


In addition to bringing together some 
interesting historical material, the booklet 
announces the formation of a Silent Minute 
Fellowship, in which it is hoped that many 
who have been united in war will continue 
to work and think together in peace. In- 
formation concerning the Fellowship can be 
obtained from the Council, 2 and 3, Duke 
Street, St. James’, London, S.W.1. 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES UNITE ON 
WAR ISSUES 


The Living Church (U.S.A., July 18th, 
1943) states that a joint statement of war 


Printed in U, S. A. 


The statement was issued under the signa- 
tures of the Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, 


the Most Rev. Howard West Kilvinton 


Mowll, and the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Sydney, the Most Rev. Norman Thomas 
Gilroy. 


Appealing to all Christians of both faiths 
to work for society’s reconstruction through 
co-operation in the war effort, the statement 
declared that, in the “common peril which 


’ threatens. us all,” all persons professing the 


Christian faith “have a common ground on 
which to rally.” 


Citizens were called upon.to observe three 
duties: First, to exert an influence for honest 


-and efficient government; second, to ‘obey 


constituted authority and co-operate with the 
government for the common good’; and 
third, to “acquire a general knowledge of 
the rights, duties, and limitations of the state 
and the trend of the administration.” 


GERMAN PASTOR SPEAKS OVER 
MOSCOW RADIO 


A broadcast from Moscow (August 4th) 
included a recording of a speech by Sst. 
Matthaeus Klein, 485th Infantry Regiment, 
a Lutheran pastor from Bettingen, Baden, 
on the “Misery and Struggle of the Pro- 
testant Peasants in Germany.” — 


Klein, who is himself of German peasant 
stock, described the methods by which Hitler 
contrived to win the Protestant rural popula- 
tion over to the Nazi programme containing 
items such as the expropriation of the big 
estates and big banks, which naturally ap- 
pealed to German country people. None of 
these promises, of course, was kept, and 
the prices received by the agricultural pro- 
ducer to-day are out of all proportion to the 
cost of fertilisers, rents and taxes, while con- 
sumers in the cities have to pay extortionate 
retail prices. The speaker referred to the 
brave stand of the Protestant Church, repre- 
sented by names such as Niemoeller, against 
Nazi attempts to suppress and regiment 
religion. Klein concluded by appealing’ to 
the German peasants “to give the free vent 
at last to their righteous wrath which has 
been smouldering all the time.”’ They should 
“rally to manly action against the enemy 
of mankind, deal the death blow to Hitler, 
and set out to create a free aay independent 
Germany. "i 
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